When the Science-in-Society Project was developed in the UK by the Association for Science Education, it was agreed to include a section on "Health and Medicine". A survey had shown that children in secondary schools were much more interested in disease than in health (as others have found to be the case in certain developed countries). It was accepted that there was a need for students to think more positively about health; to appreciate the importance of prevention rather than cure; to consider wider issues than themselves. Promoting awareness of health problems in developing countries became an important part of the course. One of the Science-in-Society Readers, for example, contrasted malaria and smallpox: smallpox has been virtually eradicated by a massive international exercise whereas there is more malaria in the world in the 1980s than there was in the 1960s.
Perhaps the most telling statistic is "the paradox of the quarters" as illustrated below:
(a) Three-quarters of the population in developing countries is rural, only one-quarter is urban. (b) Yet three-quarters of the health care is urban directed, only one-quarter is directed at the rural population. (c) Three-quarters of the diseases that affect people in developing countries are preventable, only one-quarter need care. (d) Yet three-quarters of the health budget is spent on attempts at cure, the massive task of prevention has to be content with a mere one-quarter.
